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rode from the palace at Kennington to hunt at Hampton Court, his horse Sorrel
stumbled over a molehill and threw the rider heavily to the ground, breaking
one of his collar bones. The fracture was set on the spot, but a journey by
coach to London reopened it, and after the second setting serious complications
set in. About eight in the morning of gth March, holding Bentinck's hand
over his heart, William died; and in London's taverns and many a stately
country mansion in the pleasant countryside glasses were raised to the toast
of " the little gentleman in black velvet/' who had turned up the molehill
over which Sorrell had stumbled a little more than a fortnight before.

QUEEN ANNE IS usually presented to the readers of popular histories as a
person of little importance. It was her fate to be dominated first by the Duchess
.of Marlborough and then by a Tory clique; and her personal share in the
routine of government has been obscured by Marlborough's brilliant campaigns
abroad and party rivalries at home. Nevertheless, it can truthfully be said
of her that England has known few rulers more typically English in their outlook
upon life; and if the London mob sometimes greeted her appearances in the
streets of the capital with ribald shouts of " Old Brandy Shop," owing to her
supposed liking for that liquor, her intense love of England and sincere interest
in her subjects' welfare was never for a moment doubted.

Anne was not a woman of strong character. Much of her vitality was sapped
by ill-health; and the sorrows which she experienced as a mother, when one
after another death robbed her of her children, intensified the loneliness inherent
in the throne. She was obstinate to a fault. " In weightier matters," wrote
the Duchess of Marlborough, " she never spoke but in a hurry, and had a certain
knack of sticking to what had been dictated to her to a degree often very dis-
agreeable and without the least sign of understanding or judgment." But,
despite that fault, Anne had a fund of sound common sense and a fine courage;
and the one supplied her with the power to trust reliable ministers, the other
the will to discount the optimism of their detractors. That she was for some
years the pliant tool in the hands of Sarah Duchess of Marlborough cannot
be denied; but let it not be forgotten that that friendship for " Mrs Freeman,"
as she addressed the duchess in their long and intimate correspondence, gave
Marlborough his chance not only to establish his own reputation as the greatest
soldier which this country has produced, but to complete the work of breaking
the power of Louis of France so resolutely begun by William III., and by so
doing to place England in the forefront of the military powers of the Continent.
It was fortunate, too, that at the crucial moment the bonds of friendship between
Anne and the Marlboroughs should be broken; for, as has aptly been said,
the Whigs to whom they had bound their fortunes were quite incapable of
making peace; and the Tory settlement concluded at Utrecht was not only a